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What is claimed is : 

. A communication apparatus for communicating over 
plurality of channels at a time and changing a communica 




rate on the base of a number of the channels, comprisi/hg 

notifying means for notifying a connected commupAcation 

apparatus of a number of channels usable at the apparatus; 

detecting means for detecting through communication with 

the connected communication apparatus a ntimber of channels 

useable at the connected communication /apparatus ; and 

selecting means for selecting a communication rate on the^^' 1 
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basis of the notified number of charfnels and the detected number 
of channels . 

2 . The communication apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said selecting means select the communication rate upon 
changing of the Uiotif le^/number of channels. 

3 . The communication apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said _ sel ecting means — -select the communication rate upon 



changing of the/detecte<a.number of channels 



4 . The comimihication apparatus according to the claim 1 , 
wherein said/ notifying means set the number of channels in 
control information which is transmitted to the connected 
communication apparatus . 

5 . The/ communication apparatus according to the claim 1 , 
whereiiy said detecting means detect the number of channels in 
control information which is received from the connected ~ 
communication apparatus. ' ^ 

6. / A method for selecting a communication rate of a 
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communication apparatus for communicating over a plurality of 
channels at a time and changing a communication rate on th^^>ase 
of a number of the channels, comprising: 

notifying a connected communicatior^apparatus of a number 
of channels usable at the appar^fctfs; 

detecting through^tSommunication with the connected 
communication ^p^aratus a number of channels useable at the 
connected/6ommunication apparatus ; and 

relecting a communication rate on the basis of the notified 
nirfnber of channels and the detected number of channels. 

7 . The method for selecting the communication rate of the^ 
communication apparatus according to claim 6 , / 

wherein said step of selecting includes the step of selecting 
the communication rate upon changing of the not£ried number 
of channels . X 

8. The method for selecting the communication rate of the 
communication apparatus according to /Claim 6, 

wherein said step of selectin^inpiudes the step of selecting 
the communication rate (up^^^^^ng^^) of the detected number 
of channels . / V / 

9. The method for selecting the communication rate of the 
communication apparatus according to claim 6, 

wherein said stepr of notifying includes setting the number of 
channels in control information which is transmitted to the 
connected communication apparatus. 

10. The /method for selecting the communication rate of the 
communication apparatus according to claim 6 , 



